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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 118350 
ORIGIN SNM-05 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO L-03 SS-15 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 
INR-10 10-13 JUSE-00 NSAE-00 CTME-00 TRSE-00 
OES-07 OMB-Ol SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 ICAE-00 
AGRE-00 /065 R 

DRAFTED BY S/NM:RADUGSTAD:OSD 
APPROVED BY S/NM:MFALCO 
DPSAVHITE HOUSE : LDOGOLOFF 
ARA/MEX:KMCKUNE 
ARA:R ARET.T.ANO (SUBS) 

L:POLSON (SUBS) 

DEA:DGALANOS (INFO) 

D:DBRIZILL (INFO) 

055213 100017Z/65 

O 092330Z MAY 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MEXICO IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 118350 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SNAR, MX 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS - USE OF DYE TO MARK SPRAYED MARIJUANA 
REF: (A) MEXICO 07587, (B) 07547 

1 . WE COMMEND THE EFFORTS OF THE EMBASSY IN ITS PROPOSED 
INITIATIVE IN OFFERING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN PRACTICAL 
ASPECTS OF USING THE RED DYE, "RHODAMINE-B" ON MARIJUANA. 

WE NOTE FROM PARA 5 OF MEXICO 07547 THAT THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL STATED THAT GOM HAD DECIDED TO ADD A DYE OR ODORI- 
FEROUS SUBSTANCES TO THE PARAQUAT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 118350 

2. INITIAL REACTION OF TECHNICAL EXPERTS HERE AGREE WITH 
EMBASSY ASSESSMENT THAT RHODAMINE-B IS SAFE FOR PROPOSED 
USE AND WOULD PROVIDE DESIRED IDENTIFICATION OF SPRAYED 
MARIJUANA FOR CONSUMER. 

3. GOM MAY WISH TO CONSIDER USING DYE ON POPPIES AS WELL 
AS MARIJUANA. WE REALIZE TESTING DOES NOT COVER THIS 
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APPROACH YET. FOR THE INTERIM, WE PROPOSE LETTER BE PRE- 
PARED AS INDICATED AND INFORM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT IS ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN AUTHORIZATION TO 
REIMBUSE THE GOM FOR COST OF DYE. WE SUPPORT THE PROPOSAL 
TO ASSIST THE GOM IN THIS NEW INITIATIVE. 

4. WE BELIEVE THAT POSITIVE GOM DECISION TO USE THE DYE 
WILL BE EXTREMELY HELPFUL IN AMELIORATING THE PRESENT 
INFLAMATORY ISSUE OF PARAQUAT SPRAYED MARIJUANA AND 
ALLAYING CONCERNS IN THE U.S., AS WELL AS DEMONSTRATING 
A PROPER AND NEEDED CONCERN BY BOTH GOVERNMENTS FOR MINI- 
MIZING A POTENTIAL INCREASED PUBLIC HEALTH HAZARD. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 118350 
ORIGIN 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /015 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY IO/HDC:EDDIE EDWARDS 
APPROVED BY IO/SA:EMICHAL 

065802 110925Z/23 

R 110133ZMAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 1821 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 118350 

FOL RPT STATE 1 1 8350 SENT ACTION MEXICO DTD 09 MAY 78 
QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 118350 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SNAR, MX 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS - USE OF DYE TO MARK SPRAYED MARIJUANA 
REF: (A) MEXICO 07587. (B) 07547 

1 . WE COMMEND THE EFFORTS OF THE EMBASSY IN ITS PROPOSED 
INITIATIVE IN OFFERING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN PRACTICAL 
ASPECTS OF USING THE RED DYE, "RHODAMINE-B" ON MARIJUANA. 
WE NOTE FROM PARA 5 OF MEXICO 07547 THAT THE ATTORNEY 
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GENERAL STATED THAT GOM HAD DECIDED TO ADD A DYE OR ODORI- 
FEROUS SUBSTANCES TO THE PARAQUAT. 

2. INITIAL REACTION OF TECHNICAL EXPERTS HERE AGREE WITH 
EMBASSY ASSESSMENT THAT RHODAMINE-B IS SAFE FOR PROPOSED 
USE AND WOULD PROVIDE DESIRED IDENTIFICATION OF SPRAYED 
MARIJUANA FOR CONSUMER. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 118350 


3. GOM MAY WISH TO CONSIDER USING DYE ON POPPIES AS WELL 
AS MARIJUANA. WE REALIZE TESTING DOES NOT COVER THIS 
APPROACH YET. FOR THE INTERIM, WE PROPOSE LETTER BE PRE- 
PARED AS INDICATED AND INFORM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT IS ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN AUTHORIZATION TO 
REIMBUSE THE GOM FOR COST OF DYE. WE SUPPORT THE PROPOSAL 
TO ASSIST THE GOM IN THIS NEW INITIATIVE. 

4. WE BELIEVE THAT POSITIVE GOM DECISION TO USE THE DYE 
WILL BE EXTREMELY HELPFUL IN AMELIORATING THE PRESENT 
INFLAMATORY ISSUE OF PARAQUAT SPRAYED MARIJUANA AND 
ALLAYING CONCERNS IN THE U.S., AS WELL AS DEMONSTRATING 

A PROPER AND NEEDED CONCERN BY BOTH GOVERNMENTS FOR MINI- 
MIZING A POTENTIAL INCREASED PUBLIC HEALTH HAZARD. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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